InterAmerican University

The Master's Degree Program
The I.A.U. Master's degree program in Women's Studies marks a significant expansion of research and learning opportunities for women in academia to place women at the center of their scholarship, to learn about the influence of gender on social and political institutions, and to explore the intersections between gender, race, class, sexuality, and other hierarchies. The women's studies program at I.A.U. offers a grounding in both feminist theory and empirical knowledge about the condition of women in the United States and around the world. Students may tailor an interdisciplinary program to meet a wide array of interests in either applied women's studies or in advanced interdisciplinary or discipline-based scholarship.  

Graduates of the IAU women's studies program are applying their knowledge and skills to careers in government and as teachers, researchers, lobbyists, public affairs specialists, and advocacy organizations staff members. About one-third of our graduates go on to earn doctoral or other professional degrees. 

The MA Program by Research
Introduction

The MA in Women's Studies by Research is taken full-time over one. It provides an exciting opportunity for those who already have a particular research interest, and who wish to learn research skills in order to pursue an independent piece of work. The degree has been designed for students who wish to explore a Women's Studies topic in some depth and who already have substantial undergraduate knowledge and expertise in the field. 

Degree Organization

The degree is examined solely via the submission of a 25,000 - 30,000 word dissertation. On the basis of the information included on their application form, each student will be allocated a supervisor who has knowledge relevant to their area of study. It is expected that students will have weekly dissertation tutorials with their supervisor, during term time, and that they will regularly prepare written work. By the end of the first term they will have narrowed down and focused their dissertation topic and will be required to produce a full dissertation proposal and plan of 2,000 - 3,000 words. This is an unassessed but formal requirement of the degree. By the end of the first week of the spring vacation, students will be asked to produce a full draft of one chapter relating to the dissertation, together with a 2,000 word account of the progress of the dissertation overall. 

In addition to regular meetings with their dissertation supervisor, students taking this degree will also be required to the appropriate research training course, Skills for Research in Women's Studies, alongside students on either the MA degree or the MA (Humanities) degree. 

In certain circumstances, where appropriate and if it will enhance work being undertaken for the dissertation, a student may be required to take a module from the main course, Females, Femininity and Feminism, or an option course from the taught MA degree.
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