InterAmerican University

Master of Arts in Anthropology 

The I.A.U. masters degree in Anthropology is designed for students to develop advanced skills in carrying out independent and sustained research in anthropology. The thesis should demonstrate a critical application of specialist knowledge and make an independent contribution to existing scholarship in the area of research. Candidates may advance to the Doctor of Philosophy degree after successful completion of the masters or may apply to convert to the PhD at an earlier stage. An honors grade of at least B+ (70%) must be attained to qualify for the award of the masters degree.

Course objectives

Students who complete the masters will:
· Undertake advanced study in a specialized branch of anthropology as determined by the student; 

· Acquire research skills and an understanding of the methods required for advanced research in anthropology; 

· Complete a major thesis based on original research and reveal an awareness of current theoretical directions in their chosen field. 

Admission
Applicants must submit a completed application and transcripts of all previous academic records. Graduate Record Examination test scores and three letters of recommendation are required. Applicants are expected to have a B+ grade average in their undergraduate course work and at least some preparation in anthropology.

Minimum Number of Credits Required: 124

Specific Course Requirements: 
36 credit units (or a minimum of twelve courses) in anthropology, of which credit for a maximum of 18 hours is given for work taken as an undergraduate.
The 36 hours of anthropology must include at least six courses, or their equivalent, from the following list, with at least one course in each subfield:

Ethnology

Archaeology

Biological Anthropology
Linguistic Anthropology

Thesis or Research Essay: Yes.

Final Examination: None.
Course Description

ANT 503. Introduction to Anthropology (3)

This concerns with the development of the Spanish American culture and society from the prehistoric times to the age of contact and trade with the east as evidenced by archaeological findings. It also deals with the cultural relationship of the Hispanic world with other countries in Latin America. It acquaints the students with the most relevant historical and archaeological sites.

ANT 514. Contemporary Peoples of the Americas (3)

A detailed description of the ethnic composition of the Americas and their respective cultures. An analysis of the complicated ethnography of the people and their cultural milieu.

ANT 521. Culture Change and Acculturation (3)

The process and effects of significant change through various forms of culture contact and purposeful adaptation. Also, analysis of receptiveness and/or resistance to culture change among various society, and the principles involved.

ANT 550. An Anthropological Study of the Family (3)

Historical forms and theories of family organizations and kinship systems. The family as a primary group, its foundation, inter-institutional relationships, trends and problems.

ANT 551. Social Psychology (3)

Social behavior of man and influence of the group on individual as affecting personality, leadership, group participation, attitudes, and moral regeneration.

ANT 552. National Minorities in the Hispanic World (3)
A cultural study of Spanish combining pre-historic data. Origin and cultural development of minority groups.

ANT 554. Folklore (3) 

An advance course in folklore literature and method. It will include concentration on a Spanish project, as well as consideration of folklore of Latin America.
ANT 555. Economic Anthropology (3)

Social forces which affected economic organization and development of communities. Internal functioning of local economy effects on individual and family, and growth of pattern of external trade. 

ANT 556. Peoples of Latin America (3) 

Social system of population groups of Latin America. Recent and current research on primitive and folk cultures and advanced civilization in historical and modern settings and relationships.

ANT 557. Social Theory (3)

Development of social theories from early civilization of Latin America to the present. Sociological and anthropological theories emphasized.

ANT 559. Human Problems in Technological Change (3)

Tensions and disorganizations that individuals and families experience in urbanization of the community or in moving from rural to urban community.

ANT 560. Anthropology of Religion (3)
The place of religious beliefs and practices in social life, supernaturalism, magic, and other aspects of primitive religion. Present-day world views reflecting both pre-scientific and scientific attitudes.

ANT 561. Ethnography of Muslim Hispanic (3)

Using anthropological and ethnographic principles and approaches, an analysis of the social and cultural underpinnings of Muslim Hispanic in a national perspective. The course will also make use of the historical method in tracing the ethnographic beginnings of Muslim Hispanic.

ANT 563. Chinese Society and Culture (3)

Chinese social and cultural contributions of the past, and their expressions in the Communist, Nationalist and "overseas" Chinese societies of the present. Social organization, personality factors and adjustments.

ANT 565. Culture and Personality (3)

Anthropological contributions in understanding the role of culture in personality development. Comparative studies in relation to child training, family life, and community living.

ANT 567. Methods of Social Research (3)

Exercises in formulation of research problems, hypotheses, research methods and techniques in anthropology, economics, psychology and sociology.

ANT 570. Geography of Latin America (3)

A study of the lands and peoples of continental and insular Latin America, particularly on the geographical foundations for economic activities, cultural heritage and political developments.
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