InterAmerican University

Master of International Law (LL.M. or LLM)
Sudents from throughout the world have the unique opportunity to earn a Master of Laws Degree by completing two blocks of study at InterAmerican University. 
Students must have already earned a first law degree or similar and be fluent in English. To complete the international LLM degree, a minimum of 24 units of credit with a grade point average of not less than 2.6 and a Masters thesis (or equivalent written work) of 3 units credit (of the total 24 units) are required. Graduates will receive an LLM (also called an LL.M.) degree in International Legal Practice 

Program Overview

The College of International Affairs at InterAmerican University has created an integrated program designed to prepare both civil law and common law lawyers for the rigors of international business practice. 

The required curriculum has been designed to be complementary and students will be advised on an individual basis to select elective offerings to maximize the benefits of the curriculum and avoid duplication and overlap. In addition to the course work, LL.M. students will be required to prepare a thesis under the supervision of a faculty member. Candidates will earn three units of credit for the thesis.

Degree Requirements

LL.M. degree candidates must successfully complete all required courses in the First Block (11 to 12 units) and the Second Block (10 units) with a passing grade such that the total units achieved are not less than 24 semester units with a cumulative grade point average of not less than 2.6 (on a 4.3 scale). Any candidate completing the program with a cumulative average of less than 2.6 will not be eligible for the LL.M. degree.

Whenever the faculty of the College of International Affairs at InterAmerican University, in its opinion, determines that a student's continuance in a Graduate International Program would not be in the school's best interests, or that he or she is not a person of character or integrity as to be qualified for the Diploma or Master's Degree, it may terminate the student's enrollment or refuse to award the Diploma or Degree. Students enrolled in the Graduate International Programs are subject to the Code of Student Responsibility published in the interAmerican University Student´s Handbook and are expected to conduct all aspects of their participation in a graduate program in accord with the highest standards. 

Students may substitute another elective course, including a directed research project, for one of the electives listed with prior approval. Credit will not be awarded for any course which substantially duplicates a course previously completed for credit at this or another institution.

Admission Requirements for International Law LL.M. (LLM) Program

Prerequisite Courses
There are no prerequisite courses for the LL.M. program; however, candidates are encouraged to be familiar with business associations (company law), commercial law, and basic principles of income taxation.

Application Procedures
	1.

	Complete the application form


	2.

	Enclose:


	 

	 

	a. $25 (US) nonrefundable application fee


	 

	 

	b. Curriculum vitae (résumé)


	 

	 

	c. Evidence of law degree, or similar, or its anticipated receipt before start of program. To submit in languages other than English, a certified translation must be provided.


	 

	 

	d. Personal statement, in English, of your special interest in the LL.M. in International Legal Practice. 


	 

	 

	e. Four passport photos


	 

	 

	f. A sample of legal writing. To submit in languages other than English, a certified translation must be provided.


	3.

	Arrange to have forwarded directly to the Admissions Office:


	 

	 

	a. Official transcripts from all colleges, universities, and graduate or professional schools attended. To submit in languages other than English, a certified translation must be provided. 


	 

	 

	b. Two reference letters


	 

	 

	c. For nonnative speakers of English, evidence of proficiency in the English language sufficient to cope with a rigorous academic program. In general, this may include receipt of an undergraduate or graduate degree from an English language institution; multi-year employment in a position in which English is the primary language or communication; or a minimum test score of 500 on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). The burden of demonstrating proficiency in English by other methods is upon the applicant.



	


Applications can not be considered for final action until all supporting materials has been received.

The College of International Affairs at InterAmerican University does not discriminate in the admission process on the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin, marital status, age, disability, color or religious belief.Top
Admission Decisions
A variety of factors influence admission decisions: law school work, including course and extracurricular activities in transnational as well as business and taxation areas and nature and duration of legal experience.

Application Form
The Master of Laws (LL.M.) application is available to you in the printed LL.M. brochure. You can request a brochure by E-mailing us at iauni@iauniversity.net
The Master of Laws (LL.M.) application is also available to you by downloading it from this website into your computer. This application can be completed and printed on your computer, and mailed to the College of International Affairs at InterAmerican University International Programs office. 

Option #1 - Complete the form using your computer, print it out using your computer, and mail it in. You can fill out the form while you're looking at it using Microsoft Office Word 2000. 

Option # 2 - Print the form using your computer, type or print legibly to complete the form, and mail it in.

	Courses


	FIRST BLOCK
In the first block, students are required to take three of four courses from Compulsory Courses I (European Law Cluster) and three of four courses from Compulsory Courses II (Business Law Cluster). Each course is typically worth two units of credit. 

Compulsory Courses I (European Law Cluster)
European Law I
European Law II
European Law III
European Law IV

Compulsory Courses II (Business Law Cluster)
International Sales Transactions
International Mergers and Acquisitions (with a special focus on Eastern Europe)
Economic Fundamental Rights
International Tax Law
Arbitration 
International Trade Law
SECOND BLOCK
Required Courses
Advanced International Business Transactions (3 units)
Transnational Litigation (3 units)
Documentary Sales Transactions (1 unit)
Taxation (U.S.) of International Transactions (3 units)
or
Concepts of International Taxation (3 units)

Elective Courses
Antitrust Law (3 units)
Computer and Internet Law (2 units)
Conflict of Laws (3 units)
Copyright Law (2 units)
Foreign Investment and Development (3 units)
Immigration and Nationality Law (3 units)
International Banking (2 units)
International Intellectual Property (3 units)
International Joint Ventures (3 units)
International Trade (3 units)
International Water Resources Law Seminar (3 units)
The Law of Treaties (1 unit)
Sales & Leases of Goods (3 units)
Transnational Securities Regulation or Law (2 units)


Descripti
FIRST BLOCK COURSE DESCRIPTION
Compulsory Courses I (European Law Cluster)
European Law I - Basic Concepts of European Law

This course deals with the basic concepts of European law. The institutions, sources of law, legal protection and the relationship between EC law and national law are considered. Attention will be given to equipping students with the basic tools necessary to understand the underlying principles of European legal integration and becoming comfortable working with European Union legal sources.

European Law II - Common Market Law

The focus of this course is on the common market law. Particular attention will be given to the four freedoms. The aim is to provide in-depth knowledge of the free movement of goods, persons, services and capital in the European Union. 

European Law III - Private Competition Law

The course presents European "private" competition law. The aim of the course is to provide an understanding of the legal system of Articles 81 and 82 of the EC treaty as well as the merger control system. It will look in detail at the way in which EC competition law deals with agreements which restrict competition and at the control of market power by way of the prohibition on abuses of dominant position and at the treatment of oligopolistic markets.

European Law IV - Public Competition Law

This course covers European "public" competition law. Topics will include the EC competition policy to state activity and state intervention in the market, the application to public undertakings and undertakings operating services of general economic interest, sectoral policy initiatives (for example postal services, energy, utilities sectors), state monopolies, the Community state aid regime and public procurement. 

Compulsory Courses II (Business Law Cluster)
International Sales Transactions

This course is designed to provide an understanding of the different legal issues involved in international sales transactions and international commerce in general (including consumer transactions and e-commerce). It will cover topics such as international jurisdiction, choice of law, recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments (with a special emphasis on the European rules), as well as rules of substantive law concerning the sales contract, payment, financing and security agreements and the carriage of goods.

International Mergers and Acquisitions (with a special focus on Eastern Europe)

This course is designed to provide an introduction to the principal legal issues in connection with corporate merger or acquisition transactions. It will offer an introduction to fundamental and advanced legal concepts relevant to M&A including its core financial aspects. Participants will acquire sufficient knowledge of current legal issues in M&A to allow them to identify issues and engage in an informed evaluation of legal strategies to deal with them.

Economic Fundamental Rights

The course concentrates on Fundamental Rights typically invoked by economic operators. It focuses on selected topics such as the freedom of the press and information and the protection of business secrets, the inviolability of business premises, expropriation and the right to property and the freedom to pursue trade and professional activities. A principal objective is to determine the extent to which certain fundamental guarantees have a common definition and application in the constitutional systems of various European legal systems.

International Tax Law

This course discuses cross-border taxation from the viewpoint of a practitioner in international tax law. The main focus will be on the taxation of corporate enterprises. This will include an examination of certain basic concepts of international taxation such as residence and source. Treaty relief will be studied, using the provisions of the OECD model treaty.

Arbitration

This course will consider commercial arbitration as used in international business transactions. Among the topics are: advantages and disadvantages of arbitration; availability of arbitration; drafting arbitration clauses; arbitration proceedings, including problems respecting the law governing procedural and substantive questions; judicial review of arbitral awards; and enforceability of awards.

International Trade Law

This course addresses both institutional and substantive aspects of international trade law. It will focus on the underlying philosophy of free trade and introduce the major legal disciplines under the World Trade Organization (WTO.) It will also deal with some of the controversies concerning the future evolution of the WTO and its relation to globalization, in particular, the issue of the social and political implications of free trade and the impact of free trade on national sovereignty.

SECOND BLOCK COURSE DESCRIPTION
Required Course Descriptions
Please note that our course offerings could change before the semester begins.

Advanced International Business Transactions
Strategic planning and implementation of international business transactions, including alternative means of achieving clients' Goals. Covers import/export restrictions, legislative jurisdiction, sales representation, agents and distributors, antitrust, product counterfeiting, licensing agreements and technology transfer and joint ventures.

Transnational Litigation
Procedural aspects of private transnational litigation in the U.S. and Europe, including jurisdiction, service of process, taking of evidence, interim measures of protection and enforcement of judgments; negotiation of arbitration provisions; concept of arbitrability; applicable law; initiation and process of arbitration; challenges, review, and enforcement of awards.

Documentary Sales Transactions
Bill of lading, letters of credit and other documents used in international transactions in goods.

Taxation (U.S.) of International Transactions
Tax laws involving income of U.S. citizens, residents, and corporations from foreign sources and the income of foreign residents and nonresidents from United States sources. The focus will be on U.S. federal income taxation as it applies to international transactions. Topics will include the source of income rules, the role of tax treaties, the foreign tax credit, the taxation of U.S,. citizens living abroad, Subpart F, and the choice between branch and subsidiary operations.

Concepts of International Taxation
The basic principles of taxation of international business transactions under various taxing systems, including jurisdiction to tax, the tax base, sources and character, relief from multiple taxation, effects of organizational structure, differences in treatment of inbound and outbound transactions, the role of tax treaties, and other matters, with considerations of specific transactions and planning applications.

Elective Course Descriptions
Antitrust Law

Legal regulation and enforcement of competition under the Sherman Act, Clayton Act, Federal Trade Commission Act, and related legislation; restricted channels of distribution, monopoly, mergers, and joint ventures; legal and economic implications of legislation and court decisions. 

Computer and Internet Law

This course explores the various methods of protecting computer technology through application of principles of contract, patent, copyright, trademark, and trade secret law. It also examines the business and legal problems that confront those who use and rely upon computers and the Internet in the conduct of their businesses. Standard legal agreements used in computer and Internet industries, as well as uniform laws governing computer and Internet transactions, are discussed. 

Conflict of Laws

The law applicable to private interstate and international transactions. Domicile, jurisdiction, recognition of foreign judgments and family law matters, as well as choice of law problems in torts, contracts, and other transactions.

Copyright Law

Explores ownership rights in expressive information and contrasts these rights with ownership interests in technological information; includes what information is protected by copyright from entertainment to computer based information structures; the rights of a copyright owner including the rights to make copies, transfer copies, perform and display works, and the right to make derivative works, as well as moral rights in a copyrightable work; statutory exemptions from copyright in the form of compulsory licenses, as well as common law based licenses for fair uses; duration of protection and other technical rules; and international copyright protection through the Universal Copyright Convention and the Berne Convention. 

Foreign Investment and Development

Consideration of various factors affecting the decision to establish or invest in a non-domestic enterprise, including constraints imposed by host country corporation, revenue and antitrust laws, financial and monetary regulations and labor and immigration laws.

Immigration and Nationality Law

A background of the law of immigration, including admissible, excludable and deportable aliens, entry and deportation procedures, special classes of aliens, discretionary relief, and judicial review.

International Banking

An introduction to the structure and regulation of the international banking system. Topics include the role and authority of pertinent U.S., non-U.S., and international regulators, lending to less-developed countries, and foreign bank secrecy.

International Intellectual Property

Trademarks, copyrights, patents and trade secrets - known collectively as IP rights - will be reviewed through a quick survey of their protection under American law, and then by a survey of certain aspects of select international treaties.

International Joint Ventures

An in-depth study of practical approaches to the negotiation and drafting of international joint venture agreements. Matters covered will include strategic planning, letters of intent, antitrust considerations, and transfers of technology.

International Trade

American and international law concerning tariffs and quotas, non-tariff trade barriers including anti-dumping and countervailing duties and political and security-based trade restrictions, including study of the rules of law in international trade.

International Water Resources Law Seminar

An examination of the theoretical bases and practical application of the law governing international fresh water resources. A study of the principal cases and controversies in the field and an analysis of significant global and regional instruments.

The Law of Treaties

A study of the rules of public international law governing international agreements between countries. The course will be organized on the basis of the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.

Sales and Leases of Goods

Article 2, and selected coverage of Articles 2A, 5, and 7 of the Uniform Commercial Code. Coverage of all stages of contracts for the sale of goods, including the transportation of goods and the transfer of documents of title to the goods, as well as payment by means of a letter of credit; also, selected coverage of leasing of goods and warranties in the sale of consumer goods.

Transnational Securities Law

The application of the 1933 Securities and the 1934 Securities and Exchange Acts to distribution and trading of foreign-issuers securities in the U.S. and the off-shore distribution of securities by American issuers.
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