InterAmerican University

Master of Arts. Political Science


The M.A. in Political Science offers specialization in one of several fields of the discipline which prepares the graduate to begin employment or continue study for a PhD. The fields are American government and politics, comparative government, international relations, political theory and methodology. Those seeking training in public administration should apply for an MPA.
Graduate study carries a different emphasis from undergraduate training. Undergraduate education in the liberal arts should give a breadth of exposure to the arts and to the natural and social sciences, as well as a depth that comes from specialization within a single discipline. Similarly within a discipline, undergraduates usually are encouraged to take a sampling of courses from as many fields, subfields, and individual professors as Possible. While graduate education reinforces understanding of a discipline like political science, it also calls for specialization within American government, comparative politics, international relations, political theory, or methodology. 

The Master of Arts degree in Political Science at InterAmerican University is therefore designed to prepare students for further graduate work in political science and for a variety of Positions in teaching, public service, and business. The Department of Political Science offers graduate courses in several areas of the discipline, including international relations, comparative politics, American government, political theory, public administration, research methods, public law, and public policy. 

Admission Requirements: 

Prerequisites to Admission:
Prospective students seeking full status admission (non-restricted) must have completed 12 semester hours of undergraduate course work in political science. Full status is rarely granted to students with less than a 3.00 (on a 4.00 point scale) undergraduate grade point average.

It is highly recommended that students also have one year of a foreign language (equivalent to eight semester hours) and a course in basic statistics (equivalent to Statistics 101) before entering the program. 

Degree Requirements

Program of Study Committee
The Director of Graduate Education will assist incoming students in outlining an academic program of study and in constituting a Program of Study Committee. This Committee, which ordinarily consists of two member of the Graduate Faculty in Political Science and one member of the Graduate Faculty from another department, should be selected during a student's second semester in residence. If the Committee is not in place by the end of a student's second semester, the Chair of the Department is authorized to appoint a Committee. 
During the semester in which a student expects to earn a total of at least 15 credit hours of graduate work the Program of Study Committee will review the student's progress and set the requirements for formal admission to candidacy for the Master of Arts degree. The Committee may also administer to the student a written or oral examination in the areas of political science in which the student has taken courses. 
Course Work
Students must complete at least 30 semester credit hours. A minimum of 21 of these hours must be taken in the Department of Political Science. Six hours (two classes) of 400-level course work and four hours of thesis credit (Political Science 699) may be applied toward the 21 hour minimum. 

Students are strongly encouraged to complete nine credit hours in graduate courses outside the Department of Political Science that relate to their area of interest. These courses must be approved by the Director of Graduate Education or the student's Program of Study Committee, and any exceptions to the nine hour requirement must be approved by the student's Program of Study Committee. 

Students are also required to complete one of the following two requirements (which may, with the Program of Study Committee's approval, count toward the nine credit hours outside of political science):

1.  Two years of undergraduate instruction in a single foreign language with grades averaging 2.70 (on a 4.00 scale). Previous undergraduate instruction in a foreign language will count toward this requirement.

2.  Statistics 401.

A student's Program of Study Committee may decide that additional work in either language or statistics is a necessary.

Thesis

All students are required to write a thesis. As a first step in this process, the Program of Study Committee must approve a written thesis proposal. A thesis is considered complete when it is approved by the Committee and the Graduate College.
Curricular Requirements for the M.A. Degree in Political Science
Because the Master's degree may include any of five fields of the discipline, there are only two courses that all students are required to complete. One is Scope & Methods of Political Science. This seminar reviews recent developments in the study of politics and examines current methodological issues. Because the systematic analysis of data is so important today, we also require a course in statistics. That course is Social Science Statistics, although more advanced statistics courses may be substituted, if the student has already completed a statistics course. Both courses are central to the curriculum and should be taken during the first semester of study. 

Students may transfer up to 9 semester hours of graduate courses from another accredited university, if they are appropriate to the program of study and have not been applied toward another degree. A student may also transfer up to 9 hours from another graduate degree, if it was earned within the InterAmerican University International Network System. Here again, the courses must be appropriate to the program of study and must be approved by the M.A. advisory committee. 
The THESIS, taken for six credit hours, synthesizes experiences from course work and requires scholarly creativity. Because it is such a vital component of the Master of Arts degree, a paper entitled "Writing the Thesis" is available from the department office. This document addresses topic selection, the role of the thesis adviser, and the content and format of the paper. 
Fields of Study

FIVE FIELDS OF STUDY
The department offers Master's-level work in five fields of the discipline. The following courses have been offered regularly during past years. Because courses such as Politics in Great Britain, Continental Europe, and Africa, as well as Constitutional Law are available only to undergraduates, graduate students may arrange independent studies courses in those subjects with the appropriate instructor. Seminars may be taken more than once, if the designated topic is different. The fields are American, comparative, international, theory and public administration. 

American Government and Politics
· PSC 5110  Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5140  Intermediate Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5210  Political Behavior and Elections 

· PSC 5230  Chief Executive 

· PSC 5250  Intergovernmental Relations 

· PSC 5260  Government and the Economy 

· PSC 5280  Legislative Process 

· PSC 5330  Health Care Policy 

· PSC 5340  Environmental Policy and Administration 

· PSC 5390  Applied Politics Internship 

· PSC 5570  Judicial Process and Jurisprudence 

· PSC 5980  Current Topics: American Foreign Policy 

· PSC 5980  Current Topics: Race & Public Policy 

· PSC 5990  Independent Study in Political Science 

· PSC 6110  Scope & Methods of Political Science 

· PSC 6200  Seminar in American Politics 

· PSC 6500  Seminar in Public Law 

· PSC 6960  Thesis Seminar 

Comparative Government
· PSC 5110  Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5140  Intermediate Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5480  Comparative Public Administration 

· PSC 5560  Government and Political Institutions of Africa 

· PSC 5610  Comparative Government 

· PSC 5620  Politics of Russia and Former Soviet Republics 

· PSC 5630  Government of Canada 

· PSC 5670  Governments of the Middle East 

· PSC 5690  Government of China 

· PSC 5800  Comparative Foreign Policy 

· PSC 5920  Seminar in Asian Affairs 

· PSC 5990  Independent Study in Political Science 

· PSC 6110  Scope & Methods of Political Science 

· PSC 6600  Seminar in Comparative Politics 

· PSC 6960  Thesis Seminar 

International Relations
· PSC 5110  Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5140  Intermediate Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5580  International Law 

· PSC 5700  International Relations of Africa 

· PSC 5710  Theories of International Politics 

· PSC 5720  International Organizations 

· PSC 5730  United Nations 

· PSC 5740  International Relations of the Middle East 

· PSC 5800  Comparative Foreign Policy 

· PSC 5980  Current Topics: American Foreign Policy 

· PSC 5980  Current Topics: Intl. Rel. of Russia & E. Europe 

· PSC 5980  Current Topics: Latin American in the Intl. System 

· PSC 6110  Scope & Methods of Political Science 

· PSC 6700  Seminar in International Politics 

· PSC 6960  Thesis Seminar 

Political Theory
· PSC 5110  Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5140  Intermediate Social Science Statistics 

· PHIL 5710  Community 

· PSC 5840  Contemporary Political Ideas 

· PSC 5860  Feminist Political Theory 

· PSC 5990  Independent Study in Political Science 

· PSC 6110  Scope & Methods of Political Science 

· PSC 6800  Seminar in Political Theory 

· PHIL 6910  Hobbes 

· PSC 6960  Thesis Seminar 

Methodology
· PSC 5110  Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5140  Intermediate Social Science Statistics 

· PSC 5180  Computer Applications in Public Administration 

· SOC 5170  Concepts in Research 

· PSC 5210  Political Behavior and Elections 

· PSC 5470  Public Organization Theory 

· PSY  601  Design & Evaluation of Research 

· PSC 6100  Seminar in Methodology 

· PSC 6110  Scope & Methods of Political Science 

· PSC 6420  Quantitative Methods in Decision-Making 

· RESM 6900  Focus Groups 

· PSC 6960  Thesis Seminar 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Most students who are interested in public administration enroll in the Master of Public Administration (MPA) program. Provided they have met the course prerequisites, students in the MA program may take public administration courses closely related to political science fields in which they have had several courses and are planning thesis research. Prior approval of the MA advisor is required. Link to MPA. 

Public Administration
· PSC 5340  Environmental Policy and Administration 

· PSC 5350  Health Care Delivery Systems 

· PSC 5360  Ethics in Public Policy and Administration 

· PSC 5370  Administrative Behavior 

· PSC 5410  Management of Nonprofit Organizations 

· PSC 5430  Public Personnel Administration 

· PSC 5440  Budgeting and Financial Administration 

· PSC 5450  Administration of Police Services 

· PSC 5470  Public Organization Theory 

· PSC 5480  Comparative Public Administration 

· PSC 5490  Administration of Substance Abuse 

· PSC 5500  Corrections Policy and Administration 

· PSC 5520  Police and Society 

· PSC 5590  Administration of Criminal Justice 

· PSC 6410  Proseminar in Public Administration 

· PSC 6420  Quantitative Methods in Decision Making 

· PSC 6440  Health Systems Management 

· PSC 6460  Problems in Policy and Administration 

PSC 6470  Seminar in International Administration
Course Descriptions

POL 701. Seminar in Research Design and Methodology (3)


Explores graduate students to a body of literature and a set of ideas about doing sound social science research, either applied or non-applied. Emphasis on injecting scientific and theoretical rigor into the investigation of political phenomena. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 702. Seminar in Advanced Research Design and Methodology (3)

Injects scientific rigor into a research project of the student’s own design. Students conduct and evaluate research across a range of methodologies in preparation for careers as professional social scientists. Prerequisites: Graduate standing and POL 701 or equivalent. 

POL 710. Seminar in American National Government: Theory and Perspectives (3)

Addresses the theoretical principles underlying Ñ and disputed within Ñ the American political regime since the Founding. Readings include writings by American statesmen, political philosophers, and scholars representative of key perspectives in the liberal-constitutional tradition. Satisfies U.S. Constitution requirement. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 711. Seminar in American National Government: Structure and Processes (3)

Based on critical interpretation of classic works on the discipline. Covers American political institutions, public opinion, voting behavior, and public policymaking. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 712. Seminar in Intergovernmental Relations (3)

Covers political, constitutional, fiscal, and regulatory aspects of the federal, state and local governments. Emphasis on relations of state and local governments to the federal government. Satisfies Nevada Constitutional requirement. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 719. Seminar in Advanced Studies in American Politics (3)

Designed to provide specialized and individualized study of selected topics in American politics. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 720. Seminar in Policy Formation: The Problem of Legitimacy (3)
(Same as EPS 743.) What makes a policy legitimate? Analyzes the public policymaking process in terms of such ethical considerations as public vs. private good, legality vs. morality, accountability of policymakers, enforcement of decisions, and evaluation of programs. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 721. Seminar on the Public Policy Process (3)

(Same as EPS 747.) Examines the roles of the legislative and executive branches of government in public policy formation and implementation. Surveys empirical techniques used in the field, assesses the impact of ethical theories on the public policy process and explores selected policy issues in detail. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 722. Seminar in Environmental Resource Policy (3)
Condition of the global environment, a topic which has risen from relative obscurity after World War II to a topic high on the national and global agenda. Considers the socio-political aspects related to the environment and natural resources, familiarizing students with the policy process and institutions predominant in this area. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 723. Seminar in Policy Analysis (3)

(Same as EPS 710.) Aims to enable students to understand and evaluate a range of methods used by professional policy analysts, and to present some of the ethical issues surrounding this practice. Each student required to locate and critique some examples of policy analysis in his or her own area of interest. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 724. Seminar in Intelligence Policy (3)
Focuses primarily on the U.S. intelligence community as it has evolved since WW II. Emphasis on analysis, overt action and counter-intelligence. Congressional and judicial controls examined. Attention also given to Soviet and other intelligence agencies. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 726. Seminar in National Security Policy (3)

Focuses on national security issues confronting the U.S. including the conduct of conventional warfare, nuclear strategy, deterrence, arms control, Strategic Defense Initiative, alliance formation, and other topics. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 728. Practicum in Public Policy (3)
Application of analytical skills and techniques to the examination of, and involvement in, selected policy fields. May be repeated to a maximum of three credits. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 729. Seminar in Advanced Studies in Public Policy (3)
 (Same as EPS 750.) Designing, researching, and writing an original study in a policy area of the student’s choice. Attention to issues of both fact and value in the construction of an intellectually compelling argument. Guidance in developing a prospectus, a pilot project and a research paper. Prerequisites: POL 701 and 723. 

POL 730. Seminar in Constitutional Law (3)
Study of the U.S. Constitution with emphasis on its interpretation, the power of the Judiciary, Congress and Executive. Attention also devoted to federal-state relations and the Commerce Clause. Satisfies the U.S. Constitution requirement. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 731. Seminar in Civil Rights and Liberties (3)
Analysis of the substance and literature on the topic of civil rights and civil liberties in the United States. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 733. Seminar in Public Law and Public Policy (3)
 (Same as EPS 745.) Focuses on the role of the courts in shaping the different policy areas in the American political system. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 735. Seminar in Jurisprudence (3)
(Same as EPS 746.) Study of the role of morality in the historical and recent debates over the nature of law including: Is a conceptual separation of law and morality desirable?; legal validity; the justification of the judicial decision; finally, the importance of jurisprudence in helping to resolve public policy disputes. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 739. Seminar in Advanced Studies in Public Law (3)
Designed to provide specialized and individualized study of selected topics in public law. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 740. Seminar in International Relations (3)
Examines concepts, methods and theories in the discipline of international relations and applies these tools to contemporary issues in international politics and economics. Conflict and peace studies, the North-South Dialogue, and futurology. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 741. Seminar in U.S. Foreign Policy (3)
Examines the dynamics of the foreign policy decision-making process, surveys the historical evolution of American foreign policy, and addresses its contemporary issues. The impacts of the changing faces of Communism, third-world nationalism, and global economic and political interdependencies on U.S. foreign policy studied in detail. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 746. Seminar in the Middle East in World Affairs (3)
To develop a framework for the study of international relations of the Middle East; to examine domestic, regional and global determinants of external politics in the region; to analyze its great powers’ interests and policies (strategic, military, economic, etc.) in this area; and to study intraregional problems including the Arab-Israeli imbroglio, inter-Arab conflicts, and turmoil in Lebanon. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 747. Graduate Seminar in International Relations of the Pacific Rim (3)
Examines international relations of the Pacific Rim, a key region in contemporary international politics. Analyzes diplomatic/political, military/security, and economic/trade issues in the region, and assesses the dynamics and interdependence of the region and the region’s significance to international politics in the twenty-first century. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 749. Seminar in Advanced Studies in International Relations/Foreign Policy (3)
Designed to provide specialized and individualized study in selected areas of international relations and foreign policy. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 750. Seminar in Theory and Methods in Comparative Politics (3)

In addition to a detailed examination of concepts, methods and theories of comparative politics, covers such topics as political development, ethnicity, leadership and political economy. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 760. Seminar in Middle Eastern and North African Politics (3)
Provides students with an in-depth analysis of the political institutions, processes, and policies in the Middle East and North Africa. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 769. Seminar in Advanced Studies in Comparative Politics (3)
Designed to provide specialized and individualized study in selected areas of comparative politics. Students advised to take POL 750 before taking this course. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 771. Seminar in Political Theory (3)
Analysis and discussion of the major theories and issues of both contemporary political thought and the history of political philosophy. Topic announced by the instructor, but might include the analysis of concepts (e.g., justice, obligation, democracy), major theories, or major texts. Prerequisite: Graduate standing. 

POL 779. Seminar in Advanced Studies in Political Theory (3)
Designed to provide specialized and advanced study in selected topics in political theory. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. Prerequisites: Graduate standing and POL 771. 

POL 780. Internship Program in Political Science (3)
Graduate students have a work assignment in an executive, legislative, or judicial setting, political party, or interest group institution at the national, state or local governmental level and make regular reports on work activities and assigned readings. Substantial written work required. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits with consent of instructor. 

POL 782. Directed Readings in Political Science (3)
Program of assigned reading in preparation for comprehensive examinations. Prerequisites: Graduate standing, departmental approval. 

POL 789. Thesis (3)
May be repeated but only six credits applied to the student’s program. S/F grading only. Prerequisite: Departmental approval. 

POL 790. Studies in Political Science (3)
Analysis of the research and literature on a selected topic in political science. Specific topic announced each semester. May be repeated to a maximum of six credits. 

POL 794. Independent Study and Research in Political Science (3)
May be repeated to a maximum of six credits with consent of instructor. 
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