The International and Comparative Law Certificate

The International and Comparative Law Certificate Program is intended to give students interested in international and comparative legal issues a foundation for careers and further study in the application of legal regimes to transnational and international relationships. 

Required Courses

· Electives

· General Requirements

· Registration

International and Comparative Law: Required Courses
There are four required courses for certificate. They are:

International Law 
This is the basic course on public international law and provides students with the traditional foundations for the law governing relationships between different nations. 
International Business Transactions 
This course covers the basic issues necessary to an understanding of legal relationships involved when private transactions cross national borders. 
Comparative Legal Cultures 
This provides a basic introduction to the legal systems of the world, focusing primarily on differences between the common law and civil law traditions.

Faculty Supervised legal Writing Requirement
This graduation requirement for all law students may be satisfied by taking an seminar and writing a paper on an issue substantially related to international or comparative law. Approval of the topic by the Program Director is required in addition to approval by the course instructor. This requirement may be satisfied by an independent study only with permission of the Program Director. Satisfaction of this requirement will also satisfy the general Law School faculty supervised legal writing requirement.
Curriculum: Electives
Students must take at least nine credit hours of elective courses. One of the electives may be a course given outside I.A.U., with permission of the Program Director and the Associate Dean. Elective courses are to be taken in addition to required courses. The Faculty Supervised Writing Requirement must be satisfied separately in a manner that results in a paper with significant international and/or comparative law content. The seminar or independent study taken for this purpose may not also be used to satisfy an elective requirement. 

Law School Electives. 

The Law School courses that qualify as international and comparative law electives are determined annually. Courses that may satisfy this requirement include:

· Alternative Dispute Resolution 

· Chinese for Lawyers I and II 

· Commercial Transactions 

· Comparative Constitutional Law 

· Comparative Criminal Procedure 

· Comparative Foundations of Law and Justice Seminar 

· Comparative Law: New Democracies in Trans. 

· Comparative Legal Cultures Seminar 

· Conflict of Laws 

· Crimes Against Humanity Seminar 

· European Union Law 

· Foreign Affairs and the Constitution 

· French for Lawyers I and II 

· German for Lawyers I and II 

· Human Rights Law 

· Immigration Law 

· International and Foreign Legal Research 

· International Dispute Resolution Processes 

· International Environmental Law 

· International Human Rights 

· International IP Seminar 

· International Sales Seminar 

· International Tax Law 

· International Trade Law Seminar 

· Introduction to European Union Law 

· Introduction to Russian, Uzbek & Ukrainian Legal Systems 

· Japanese for Lawyers I and II 

· Jessup Moot Court 

· Law & Legal Process in Latin America 

· Niagara Moot Court 

· Seminar on Legal Issues of International Philanthropy 

· Spanish for Lawyers I and II 

· Transnational Litigation 

· Vis International Arbitration Moot 

Graduate Electives. 

A student may petition the Program Director to permit a law-related course outside I.A.U. to be used as an elective course, based on demonstrated relevance to the student's own course of study and career goals and opportunities. These courses must be approved by the Associate Dean. Examples of courses that may fulfill this requirement are:

· PIA 2300 Theory and Concepts in International Affairs 

· PIA 2301 International Political Economy 

· PIA 2303 National and International Security 

· PIA 2319 International Trade 

· PIA 2365 Transnational Organized Crime & International Security 


Other Sources for Electives. 

A student may petition the Program Director to permit courses taken in a summer or semester abroad program operated by a U.S. institution to be used as elective courses. A student may also petition the Program Director to permit credit for study at a foreign university law faculty to be applied toward the elective courses requirement. 

Curriculum: General Requirements for the International and Comparative Law Certificate Program

1. Required Courses
· International Law (3 credits) 

· International Business Transactions (3 credits) 

· Comparative Legal Cultures (3 credits) 


2. Upper Level Writing Requirement (2 credits)

Students may take any seminar (or do an independent study project with any faculty member), as long as the paper they write is on a topic in international or comparative law and is approved by both the Director of the International and Comparative Law Certificate Program and the faculty member supervising the seminar (or independent study).

3. Electives
Students must take an additional nine credit hours of elective courses in international and comparative law from a list of current courses. One course taken outside I.A.U. may count toward the satisfaction of this requirement if approved in advance by the Director of the International and Comparative Law Certificate Program.

