INTERAMERICAN UNIVERSITY. DEGREE PROGRAMS


Nursing Curriculum. Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Requirements for the Nursing Program
A. ADMISSION CRITERIA

Applicants desiring admission into an InterAmerican University Nursing program must meet the following criteria:
· Graduation from high school or GED with an overall minimum "C" average. High school curriculum must include 16 units in the following courses: 

· English




4 

· Biology




1 

· Chemistry with a lab


1 

· Math (basic Math and Algebra)

2 

· Social Studies



2 

· Electives



6 

· A "C" or better is required in all science courses. 

· Transfer Credit: 
Students who seek to transfer from another school must have a GPA of 2.5 or better.
Transfer credit for science courses is awarded only if the course was completed within seven years of matriculation at InterAmerican University or any IUNINS affiliated institution.
To request transfer credit for a nursing course taken at another institution, the applicant must present a course description of each nursing course and a transcript from the previous program for evaluation by the Nursing Faculty Committee. The applicant may be required to take a NLN Challenge Examination to assess previous learning.
Please note: A maximum of 90 credits may be transferred to InterAmerican University. One hundred and thirty-three (133) credits are required to earn a Bachelor of Science with a major in Nursing of which, a minimum of forty-three (43) credits must be completed at InterAmerican University. Twenty-four (24) of the last 30 credits must be taken at InterAmerican University to receive a degree.
	Nursing Curriculum Overview

	1ST YEAR

	SEMESTER 1
	SEMESTER 2

	Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	SCN 201 
	Anatomy & Physiology I 
	4
	PE 210
	Nutrition 
	3

	ENG 101
	English Composition I 
	3
	SCN 202
	Anatomy & Physiology I 
	4

	PSY 100
	General Psychology 
	3
	ENG 102
	English Composition II 
	3

	SCN 105
	Chemistry I 
	4
	SOC 101
	Introduction to Sociology or Discovery
	3

	PSY 110
	Lifespan 
	3
	
	Elective
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	17
	
	
	16

	2nd YEAR

	SEMESTER 3
	SEMESTER 4

	Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	SCN 207
	Microbiology
	4
	CN 335 
	Pathophysiology
	3

	NU 210
	Fundamentals of Nursing 
	5
	NU 211
	Care of Adults
	8

	NU 230
	Health Assessment
	3
	MTH 126
	Applied Statistics  3cr
	3

	MTH 125 
	Probability
	3
	PHL 104
	Ethics
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	15
	
	
	17

	3rd YEAR

	SEMESTER 5
	SEMESTER 6

	Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	NU 309
	Care of Children 
	5
	NU 306
	Nursing Research 
	3

	NU 310
	Care of Childbearing Families 
	5
	NU 307
	Pharmacology 
	3

	
	+ Upper Level Electives 
	6
	NU 311
	Psychosocial Nursing 
	8

	
	
	
	
	+ Upper Level Humanities Req. 
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	16
	
	
	17

	4th YEAR

	SEMESTER 7
	SEMESTER 8

	Code
	Course Title
	Credits
	Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	NU 410
	Acute Care Nursing 
	8
	NU 411
	Community Health Nursing 
	8

	NU 408
	Leadership & Mngmnt in Nursing
	3
	NU 415
	Nursing Capstone 
	3

	LA 400
	Senior Seminar 
	3
	
	+ Upper Level Elective 
	3

	
	
	
	INT400
	Nursing Internship 
	2

	
	
	
	THS
	Thesis
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	14
	
	
	21

	

	
	
	
	BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
	133

	
	+ core requirement
+ challenge exam available for RN's only
	


Nursing Clinical Experiences
Many nursing courses have a clinical component which allows students to apply what they are learning in class in a clinical setting on a weekly basis throughout the semester. In addition, students in the Bachelor program have opportunities to work independently with a nurse preceptor. Clinical settings may vary widely depending on the course objectives and students' areas of interest; however, there is a strong emphasis on clinical experiences in community health settings. Clinical sites might include schools, home care agencies, clinics, public health departments, adult day care programs, and wellness centers as well as hospitals, rehabilitation centers and long term care facilities.
The majority of the clinical experiences related to maternity nursing are in the hospital where students provide nursing care to childbearing families during labor and after birth. In addition, students may work with nurses in an obstetrician's office or may accompany nurses who make home visits to families.
During clinical experiences in an acute care hospital students care for a variety of patients with medical and/or surgical problems. Students are responsible for assessing their patients, planning and provide care including such activities as giving medications, changing dressings, and evaluating the care they give. They have the opportunity to observe in the operating room. In other acute care settings students have also had experiences in the Emergency room, the Intensive Care Unit and on telemetry units using technology to assist with patient care.
While learning about psychosocial nursing students care for clients in hospital based mental health settings where they can explore the range of services available including: acute care, emergency psychiatric services, substance abuse services, and day treatment-outpatient programs. Students also participate in enrichment experiences in community based facilities to provide a broader view of psychosocial nursing.
Students have had a number of interesting community health clinical experiences, including working in a family planning clinic where they counseled low-income women about birth control and in a homeless shelter where they assisted with HIV counseling. In the public schools they have performed vision and hearing screening and assisted the school nurse with triage. Students have cared for patients in their homes through a visiting nurse association.
B. Current CPR Certification, Immunization, and TB Clearance.
American Heart Association CPR for the HealthCare Provider (Level C) or the American Red Cross CPR for the Professional Rescuer and immunization and TB clearance are required of all students prior to beginning each clinical course. Immunization and TB clearance require proof of two measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccinations, completion of the Hepatitis B vaccination series, documentation of a varicella (chicken pox) antibody titer or two immunizations with varivax, proof of tuberculosis non-infectivity, and tetanus/diphtheria immunization within 10 years.
C. Criminal Offender Records Information (CORI)
Some clinical agencies require students and faculty to have a Criminal Offender Records Information (CORI) check and/or agree to be subject to drug/alcohol screening prior to participation in a clinical education experience at their agency.
D. Transportation to Clinical Sites
Students are responsible for their own transportation to clinical experiences.
E. Full-time Status
All students, except R.N.s, must be enrolled as full-time students.**
**Students who may be qualified for part-time enrollment will be reviewed on an individual basis. It is mandatory that the nursing courses required for each semester all be taken simultaneously within that semester.
Bachelor of Science in Nursing for Registered Nurses
Advanced Placement for RNs
InterAmerican University offers an advanced placement program for RNs interested in learning a Bachelor of Science with a major in nursing. RNs may enroll on a full-time or part-time basis. Most RNs are required to complete only one course with a clinical practice component. RNs who have entered the program without current practice in nursing may need to complete an additional clinical internship.
The InterAmerican University RN to BSN Program offers the advantages of private education: small classes and personal attention. Financial aid and scholarships are available for full-time and part-time students with a minimum enrollment of six credits. The College offers state of the art computer technology and learning aids, including access to the Internet from your home or from campus.
Nursing Transfer credit
Up to 38 credits will be awarded for previous nursing course work after successful completion of NU 305, RN Role Transition (and challenge exams when required).
RN Admission Criteria
Registered nurses desiring admission into the InterAmerican University’s Bachelor degree program must meet the following criteria:
1. Current RN licensure in Massachusetts,
2. Graduation, with a GPA of 2.5 or better, from an NLNAC accredited Associate degree or diploma nursing program within five years of matriculation at InterAmerican University.
Applicants who completed their basic nursing program more than five years ago or who did not graduate from an NLNAC accredited program must successfully complete proficiency exams prior to enrollment in nursing courses. Applicants who have two years (full-time equivalent) clinical experience within the last five years may request a waiver for the related portion of the proficiency exam. 
Registered Nurses only may receive credit through challenge exams for:
Anatomy and Physiology, Microbiology, Pharmacology, Nutrition, and Pathophysiology.
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