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Architecture
The five-year curriculum, or its equivalent, leads to the Bachelor of Architecture (B.ARCH). This program incorporates fundamental concepts of art, science, and developing cultures vital to the education of the modern architect. Studies explore a profession committed to community planning, urban design and environmental improvement, all intended to instill an awareness of new and developing architectural trends, as well as more traditional concepts. Options offer students a choice of direction, frequently crossing into allied design fields for added dimension. Students may work with local citizens' groups and practicing architects on supervised community and professional projects. The Bachelor of Architecture student completes five full years of studio investigation, culminating in a design thesis that is informed by intensive studies in humanities, a sound exposure to technologies and a wide range of elective offerings. 

Admission to the B. ARCH program is via Foundation Portfolio Review and requires a 2.75 G.P.A. or a 3.00 average in architecture courses after completion of the two-year common core foundation. A review board composed of the chairpersons and the coordinators of design conduct Foundation Portfolio Reviews. Sometimes, they may also ask candidates for an interview to ascertain and account for circumstances that might affect future careers. Students should submit foundation portfolios for review while enrolled in ARCH 6217, Design IV, since acceptance of foundation portfolios is required prior to admittance to ARCH 6218, Design V. Admittance to ARCH 6219, Design VI requires full acceptance into the Bachelor of Architecture program. 

The four-year, or its equivalent, Bachelor of Science in Architectural Technology (BSAT), enables students to combine their architectural education in a professional program at the masters level. This program prepares students for careers in architectural technology, construction management and CAD design and construction techniques. Study for the upper-level BSAT student focuses on construction, engineering and project management, through advanced courses in structures, building equipment, materials, computer-aided design (CAD). Graduates are equipped with knowledge of the theoretical and practical aspects of techniques and materials and complete related study in urban problems, management systems, planning and architectural history. A capstone studio experience focuses on the integration of project demands in the translation of design intentions into building construction.

The Associate in Applied Science in Architectural Technology is also offered.

Transfer students must complete at least 30 credits with a 2.75 cumulative index overall or 3.0 in architecture courses before applying for admission to the five-year program. A portfolio review by school design faculty is required for all transfer students seeking advanced standing in design.

All work presented or submitted in fulfillment or in conjunction with a student's coursework shall be the property of InterAmerican University. Instructors may choose to waive this right at its discretion. Students may request reproductions of their work for portfolios.

The four-year, pre-professional degree is useful for those wishing a foundation in the field of architecture as preparation for either continued education in a professional degree program or for employment options in architecturally related areas.

Additional Options

1. A four-year, or its equivalent, BSAT with a minor in Energy Management. This program equips students in the theoretical and practical aspects of technology and construction with emphasis on management and energy policy analysis.

2. A four-year, or its equivalent, BSAT with a minor in Business Administration. This degree enables students to complement expertise in construction and engineering with organizational and managerial skills required in today's development and real estate markets.

3. A combined five-year, or its equivalent, BSAT in Energy Management and master of Science in Energy Management. Qualified upper-class undergraduate architecture students take 18 credits of graduate level Energy Management courses in their fifth year. This program permits attainment of the combined degrees in five years of full-time study, rather than the usual six and one-half years.

Interested students must declare this by formal submission to the Deans of the College of Engineering and Applied Science, Section of Architecture and Design and Management.

Each student candidate must meet the minimum requirements to be accepted into the program either by existing credit earned through other Colleges/Universities or by experience recognition. The following section is provided to the candidate as an introduction to the course of study.  Requirements for graduation may vary due to the student evaluation and/or the assigned student mentor.  Consult your mentor for further details.

Architecture

 
Architectural Design I

(ARC 300)

10 Credits

A focus on architectural design and construction.


Architectural Design II

(ARC 301)

10 Credits

A focus on architectural design and site engineering.

·  
Site Planning and Engineering

(ARC 302)

10 Credits

Site planning and construction engineering considerations in architectural decision making.

·  
Architectural Structures I

(ARC 303)

10 Credits

Structural analysis and design in wood, masonry, and steel with reference to integration of technical systems and architectural design decisions in small, medium, and large buildings.

·  
Materials and Methods of Construction

(ARC 304) 

10 Credits

An introduction to building materials and assemblies.

·  
Environmental Technology I

(ARC 350)

10 Credits

Theoretical applications of heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning systems.  Sanitary systems.

·  
Architectural History I

(ARC 351)

10 Credits

Survey of architectural and urban development history from the beginning of the Romanesque period and Renaissance period with emphasis on the interrelationships among architecture, western culture and civilization, urban form, and technology.

·  
Architectural Theory

(ARC 352)

10 Credits

Basic philosophical and behavioral considerations in architecture.

·  
Professional Practice I

(ARC 370)

10 Credits

Introduction to professional practice, focusing on the historical, ethical, and legal framework of the practice of architecture.

·  
Architectural Design III

(ARC 371)

10 Credits

Focus on architectural design and occupancy.

·  
Architectural Planning I

(ARC 372)

10 Credits

Focus on architectural planning and systems integration.

·  
Architectural Structures II

(ARC 373)

10 Credits

Structural analysis and design in concrete and composite materials with reference to integration of technical systems and architectural design decisions in small, medium, and large buildings.

·  
Environmental Technology II

(ARC 374)

10 Credits

Theoretical applications of electric, lighting, and acoustics design.

·  
Architectural History II

(ARC 375)

10 Credits

Survey of architectural and urban development history from the eighteenth century to the present with an emphasis on the interrelationships among architecture, western culture and civilization, urban form, and technology.

·  
Directed Independent Study

(ARC 400)

10 Credits

Independent study, research, or other project to extend and integrate the student’s knowledge.

·  
Special Topics

(ARC 401)

10 Credits

Study relating to special topics in Architecture.


Professional Architecture I

(ARC 405)

10 Credits

Introduction to cash flow and discounting techniques, project financial analysis, cost allocation, income tax considerations, project economic analysis, and life-cycle costing.

·  
Professional Architecture II

(ARC 406)

10 Credits

Introduction to principles of professional practice, focusing on the economics and business practice of architecture.

·  
Architectural Planning II

(ARC 425)

10 Credits

Focus on architectural planning in a regional context.

·  
Architectural Literature and Criticism

(ARC 427)

10 Credits

Investigations into the nature of architectural theory and a critical analysis of the major theoretical position influencing contemporary architectural design.

·  
Directed Independent Study

(ARC 428)

10 Credits

Independent study, research, or other project to extend and integrate the student’s knowledge.

·  
Special Topics

(ARC 490)

10 Credits

Study relating to special topics in Architecture.

1

