InterAmerican University


Hospitality Management

Degree Requirements

The current Hospitality Management Program consists of three major components: 1) General Education Curriculum, composed primarily of courses in the liberal arts, 2) Business Core, a series of courses which introduce the student to various aspects of business management, and 3) Hospitality Management Curriculum, consisting of 23 units of courses and 800 hours of practical experience. 

Also available is a minor in Hospitality Management for non-business majors, consisting of 18-20 units and 400 hours of practical experience.

CURRICULUM

MAJOR (23 units)

BHA 283 Introduction to Hospitality Industry 

BHA 381 Principles of Food Management (4 units) 

BHA 382 Foodservice Operations (4 units) 

BHA 387 Beverage Management or 

BHA 480 Hotel Marketing and Sales 

BHA 384 Hotel Operations 

BHA 487 Catering and Fine Dining Management 

+ 800 hour internship requirement

MINOR (18-20 units)

Required (9 units) 

BHA 201 Principles of Accounting I 

BHA 283 Introduction to Hospitality Management 

BHA 304 Management & Organizational Dynamics 

Electives (select three) 

BHA 381 Principles of Food Management (4 units) 

BHA 382 Foodservice Operations (4 units) 

BHA 383 Hotel Property Management 

BHA 387 Beverage Management 

BHA 480 Hotel Marketing and Sales 

+ 400 hour internship requirement

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

A minimum of 800 hours (major) or 400 hours (minor) of professional work experience and/or an internship related to the hospitality industry is a requirement for graduation. This requirement is a valuable component of the student's experience at IAU that enables students to apply the theories and knowledge taught in the classroom environment to their practical experience in the industry. Students work with the program director and the internship coordinator to shape this work experience, using summer employment in a hotel or restaurant, or working part-time during the academic year.

The Undergraduate G.E.R. 

(General Education Requirement)

University Requirements for Undergraduate Students 

The University requirements for the Baccalaureate degree include completion of the General Education Curriculum (GEC). All undergraduate students entering the University must meet the GEC requirements described below. 

Goals and Objectives of the General Education Curriculum 

Mission as a University 

The University's primary mission is excellence in teaching and learning in a cohesive educational environment shared by students and faculty. The purpose of the GEC is to communicate and acquire the skills, knowledge and cultural awareness essential to the liberally educated person. Conducive to a life of learning, the IAU graduate will: 

· express ideas articulately and forcefully in both written and spoken languages. 

· demonstrate an unbiased mind, capable of logical thinking and sound judgment. 

· appreciate the achievements of civilization through literature and the arts. 

· possess a sense of history and social behavior that stimulates critical evaluation and an understanding of modern

· societies. 

· be at home in the contemporary world of science and technology and accept stewardship of the natural world. 

Objectives of the General Education Curriculum 

These goals dictated a set of learning objectives for the GEC. In the course of developing and refining these objectives, it became clear that an underlying structure existed. Six major categories were recognized: Foundational Skills, Natural Science, History and the Social Sciences, Cultural Perspectives, Literature and the Arts, Philosophy and Theology. These categories reflect both the desired progression of learning and the hierarchy implicit in our mission as an international university. 

A. Foundational Skills: To foster the refined skills necessary for analytical thinking, sound research, and effective written and oral communication. 

B. Natural Science: To foster an understanding of how nature and natural phenomena   can be critically observed, measured, analyzed and tested.

· an appreciation of experimental design and hypothesis testing. 

· a knowledge of the philosophical and historical foundations which govern scientific practice with emphasis on those which distinguish science from other human activities. 

· an acceptance of the relationship of science and technology to the social and industrial needs of contemporary society. 

· an understanding of science as a collaborative process with distinctive scientific disciplines, that are yet interdependent. 

C. History and the Social Sciences: To foster a critical appreciation of how cultures and civilizations develop and influence each other in diverse ways. 

· a critical understanding of the nature and history of US institutions, which is necessary for an informed citizenry. 

· an appreciation of the contribution of the social sciences to the understanding of human behavior, and to improving

· the human condition. 

D. Cultural Perspectives: To foster an understanding and appreciation of the richness and diversity of human culture. 

E. Literature and the Arts: To foster 

· a basis for appreciating the integral role of literature and the arts in the human endeavor. 

· a critical ability to identify, interpret and evaluate the ideas and aesthetic features of selected literary and artistic works. 

· familiarity with and appreciation of the various expressive modes recognized as "art," which diverse historical traditions have produced. 

· familiarity with some of the works generally recognized as "key," "masterpiece," or "representative." 

· an understanding of the process of critical analysis in evaluating and discussing the work's function, achievement and meaning. 

· a taste for literature and the other arts as ways of pursuing experience and thought. 

F., G, H. Philosophy To foster the ability to identify and explain major philosophical themes and issues as they are found in works of major philosophers. 

· a familiarity with traditions and key terms in philosophical inquiry. 

· the ability to think philosophically, and thus be able to critically evaluate philosophical arguments and systems of thought. 

· the ability to identify and demonstrate sensitivity to contemporary ethical issues, both social and personal, and to critically evaluate ethical theories and arguments. 

The Curriculum 

The GEC is divided into six basic areas: 

A. Foundational Skills (9 units) 

1. College Writing II (3 units, Freshman) 

Prerequisite: College Writing I, or three units of writing at the college level with appropriate placement test scores, or an Advanced Placement score of 4 or 5 with appropriate placement test scores. A course to strengthen writing skills beyond the elementary level. The curriculum will be divided evenly among three topics: invention and process, rhetoric and argument, and style. 

2. Public Speaking (3 units, Freshman) 

Prerequisite: College Writing II  The focus of this course will be on oral communication. Students will gain proficiency in both speaking and critical analysis of the spoken word. Skills developed include the preparation and presentation of public addresses in narrative, expository and persuasive modes. Emphasis will be placed on the rhetorical analysis of content and context of oral presentations. 

3. Statistical Reasoning (3 units, Freshman) 

The course will introduce students to the processes by which valid statistical inferences may be drawn from quantitative data. The emphasis throughout will be on statistical ideas and concepts, rather than on numerical or algebraic manipulation. Topics to be covered include: design of experiments, sample surveys, measurement, summary and presentation of data, regression and correlation, elementary probability, the law of averages, the normal approximation, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing. 

B. Natural Science (6 units) 

1. Foundations of Natural Science I (3 units) 

Prerequisite: Statistical Reasoning  This multidisciplinary introductory science course for non science majors will investigate two major themes in their historical context: the heliocentric theory and the atomic theory. Major topics include planetary motion, mechanical energy and heat, electricity and magnetism, atomic models, chemical bonds, nuclear energy, and relativity. Science is presented as a process of obtaining knowledge about the physical world. 

2. Foundations of Natural Science II (3 units) 

Prerequisite: Foundations of Natural Science I  This multidisciplinary introductory science course for non science majors continues the theme of the atomic theory, and develops the final theme of the two course sequence, the theory of evolution. Major topics include the  basic structure of matter, earth and space science, physical and chemical aspects of life, evolution and ecology. Remarks: This requirement may also be met by taking two semesters (at least 6 units) of course work in Biology, Chemistry, or Physics, with a laboratory component. 

C. History and the Social Sciences (9 units) 

1. European Civilization (3 units) 

This course provides working familiarity with the major ideas and developments of European civilization after the Middle Ages. Whenever possible, origins of cultural, stylistic, political or religious aspects of pre 1500 European civilization will be considered, and their connections with the modern world will be stressed. 

2. Social, Political, and Economic History of the United States (3 units) 

The course will focus on the nature, character, and history of the people and the social, political, and economic institutions of the United States. The purpose of the course is to explore the United States' cultural and moral values and to help develop aware and informed citizens. 

3. Problems and Methods in Social Science (3 units) Prerequisite: Statistical Reasoning 

This area includes a selection of courses that will critically analyze the contributions of the social sciences to the understanding of the human condition. These courses will share a common introduction to the methodology of the social sciences and will teach social science skills. 

D. Cultural Perspectives (6 units) 

1. World Cultures (3 units) 

This requirement can be met with a selection of upper division courses that examine cultural and political facets of one or more of the following world regions: Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, Africa. 

2. World and Minority Literature (3 units) 

This requirement can be met with a selection of courses in literature and theater from non-Western or minority cultures addressing various issues including ethnic, race, and gender issues. 

E. Literature and the Arts (6 units) 

1. Masterworks of Literature (3 units) 

This course is designed as an introduction to representative works chosen from among the most highly valued literature of European and European derived culture (including the U.S.). Diverse works will span representative genres, and classic and modern periods. 

2. The Fine and Performing Arts (3 units) 

This requirement can be met with a selection of courses that will provide focus and depth in the study of the fine and performing arts. 

F, G, H. Philosophy and Theology (15 units) 

F. Philosophy (6 units) 

1. Great Philosophical Questions (3 units) 

An introduction to the classic texts of philosophy focused on major philosophical issues including the problem of knowledge, the existence of God, the mystery of evil, free choice vs. determinism, and the essence of human nature. 

2. Topics in Philosophy (3 units) 

Prerequisite: Great Philosophical Questions  A selection of courses that builds on the Great Philosophical Questions course to provide focus and depth in a central thematic issue, major period, or significant school of philosophy. 

G. Theology/Religious Studies (6 units) 

This section of the GEC can be met by taking two courses in Christian Theology and/or Religious Studies. 

H. Ethical and Moral Responses to Modern Life (3 units) 

1. Ethics (3 units, Senior) Prerequisite: This course may be taken only after the Philosophy sequence (6 units) has been completed.  Using reason, this course critically analyzes ethical arguments and various positions on contemporary ethical issues. The course will be composed of three focus areas: Ethical Theory, Social Issues, and Ethics of Everyday Life. Approximately one third of the course will be devoted to each area. 

human and social sciences will be explored. Applications to specific moral questions such 

The University Expository Writing Requirement 

Students must meet both an Expository Writing Requirement and a General Education Requirement in Area A-1. GEC Area A-1 is included within the Expository Writing Requirement. 

All undergraduate students, including transfer students, must take a writing placement test upon entry to the University, and Arts and Sciences students must satisfy a six unit writing requirement in order to graduate from the University, but note that students who place into a pass EW 235 are exceptions to the six unit rule. Students in the Schools of Business and Nursing must meet the GEC requirement (EW 215 or EW 235). 

Students who place into a pass EW 235 complete the writing requirement and the GEC A-1 requirement with this one course. 

Students who place into and pass EW 215 meet the writing requirement and the GEC A-1 requirement. Prerequisites are EW 205 or an appropriate result on the Expository Writing Placement Test. 

Students who place into and pass EW 205 must also pass EW 215 to meet the writing requirement and the GEC a-1 requirement. 

Students who place into and pass EW 185 must also pass EW 185, EW 205, and EW 215 to meet the writing requirement and the GEC A-1 requirement. 

Students who place into and pass ESL 035 must also pass EW 185, EW 205, and EW 215 to meet the writing requirement and the GEC A-1 requirement. 

All students may meet part or all of the writing requirement through courses they are transferring into the University or through scores they receive on Advance Placement Tests. In both cases, however, the student's performance must be validated by his or her performance on the writing placement test. 

Because writing is fundamental to academic studies, all incoming students should take the Expository Writing into which they are placed in the first semester they enroll. Normally the requirement is met during the freshman year, and no later than the end of the sophomore year.
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