Program Scope

Human Sexuality Studies provides students with knowledge about the processes and variations in: sexual functions and reproduction; intimate relationships; sexual and gender role development and behavior; and the social, cultural, historical and moral contexts of sex and love. This interdisciplinary field relies primarily on faculty from the Colleges of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Health and Human Services, Humanities, and Science, who serve as advisers to students wishing information or assistance in making curricular choices. Students can use the minor in Human Sexuality Studies to complement their majors. The program provides an opportunity to gain basic knowledge; develop an awareness of attitudes; and to acquire skills for counseling, teaching, and conducting research. The university also offers a Minor in Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Studies.

MINOR IN HUMAN SEXUALITY STUDIES

The minor consists of 26 to 28 units of undergraduate study. With proper advising it is possible to use these courses to fulfill some undergraduate major, minor, and General Education requirements. Written declaration of the pursuit of the minor is not necessary prior to enrollment in any of its required or elective courses.

Introduction: Students should try to complete HMSX 300 and either BIOL 330 or H ED 320 before taking any further courses in the minor. (These courses may, however, be taken concurrently.)

This minor is designed to complement a large number of majors, particularly those that prepare students to work in health, and human service settings. Advisers for this minor are located in the Department of Human Environmental Studies.
Required Courses (18 hours):
HEV 100 (3) Human Growth and Development OR
PSY 220 (3) Development Psychology OR
EDU 280 (3) Education of Children
HEV 211 (3) Marriage and Family Perspectives
HEV/SOC 213 (3) Introduction to Human Sexuality OR
HSC 222 (3) Sexuality in Health Education
HEV 307 (3) Human Growth and Development: Parent/Child Relations
HEV 315 (3) Family Management Theory
HEV 411 (3) Family Relations
Electives (6 hours)
To be selected with the approval of an adviser.
HEV 111 (3) Family as an Economic Unit
HEV 212 (3) The Family in Cultural Perspective
HEV 306 (3) Human Growth and Development: Adolescence
HEV 381 (3) *Education for Family Life and Human Sexuality
HEV 413 (1-3) Facilitating Discussion in Human Sexuality
HEV 511 (3) Seminar in Human Sexuality
HEV 513 (3) Readings in the Family
HEV 514 (3) Family Insights Through Literature, Drama, and Film
IPC 562 (3) Family Communications
PES 143 (2) Sexual Assault Prevention
SOC 535 (3) Sexual Orientations
SWK 510 (3) Sex Therapy and Counseling
HSC 523-530 (1-3) Workshops
PSY 350 (3) Clinical Interviewing and Counseling

Total: 24 semester hours
MASTER OF ARTS IN HUMAN SEXUALITY STUDIES

Graduate Advisers--Herdt, Diaz

Career Options for M.A. Graduates

The career outlook for graduates with specialized knowledge of human sexuality has never been better in our society, due to the changing positive attitudes regarding the role of sexuality in the universities and colleges, high schools, local and national government, research and training, clinical and mental health training, and private sector positions that call for expertise of human reproduction, sexuality, sexual identity and diversity, sexual orientation, gender, and human resources.

The degree is designed to meet the career needs of students including:

· Students who will work in public health settings, especially those related to AIDS education, AIDS/HIV treatment and care centers; e.g., the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies at the University of California at San Francisco, and welfare centers throughout the Bay Area. 

· Preparation for graduate studies professional schools such as psychology, sociology, anthropology, history, medicine, social work, or communication. 

· Reproductive health education, research, training, and prevention facilities and organizations; i.e., Planned Parenthood. 

· Sexuality education for students at the regional community colleges and at the local school boards that offer or plan to offer courses and curricula on sexuality, including counseling in the secondary schools. 

· Students who are preparing for work in policy or research public policy institutes located at Stanford University and the University of California at Berkeley. 

· Service provision and training for service providers in hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, and others that require sensitivity training related to sexuality across the life course and sexual orientation issues. 

· Human resource departments of businesses and corporations, responsible for the provision of sexuality and sexual orientation anti-discrimination and partner benefits areas for employees. 

· Research, policy, and education providers who are needed to fill gay and lesbian agencies and community centers in the Bay Area and elsewhere. 

· Internships at such local media and commercial organizations as the San Francisco Chronicle and Examiner newspaper or the KGO, KQED, KPIX, and KRON television stations, which have a need for expertise in human sexuality education and policy. 

Admission to Program

A prospective student must fulfill the general university requirements as stated in the section on Graduate and Post-baccalaureate Admissions of this Bulletin. To be considered for unconditional admission to the M.A. in Human Sexuality Studies, a student must have completed an undergraduate major in an appropriate field under advisement with a minimum grade point average of 3.0. It is expected that applicants will primarily come from behavioral and social sciences (psychology, anthropology, sociology, history), health education (social services professions (social work), business (human resources, management, marketing), humanities (speech and communications, women studies). Students whose undergraduate major did not include human sexuality studies courses should consult the graduate coordinator about making up course deficiencies in human sexuality studies. The usual pattern is for the student to complete the equivalent of a B.A. in a field related to human sexuality studies before being accepted into the program.

If the students' undergraduate record meets the basic requirements and gives promise of a successful pursuit of graduate work, the department will recommend that the student be admitted either to classified graduate status (which means that the student may immediately proceed to take graduate courses and seminars) or conditional status, specifying the conditions and time limit within which they must be met.

Written English Proficiency Requirement
Level One: satisfactorily meeting the writing requirements in HMSX 800. Level Two: satisfactorily completing any other graduate-level seminar.

Advancement to Candidacy

Besides meeting all general requirements for advancement to candidacy, applicants must maintain a 3.0 grade point average in all human sexuality courses taken for the degree, and may not list on the Graduate Approved Program any course in which the grade received is below B-.

Prerequisite Courses

Completion of the following undergraduate courses is also required: HMSX 300, Introduction to Human Sexuality Studies, and BIOL 330, Human Sexuality. The equivalents at a community college or other university is also acceptable upon petition. Upon admission to the M.A. program, these classes can be taken during the first semester in the program.

	Core Requirements
	Units

	HMSX 701
	Sexual Cultures, Sexual Identities
	3

	HMSX 800
	Sociocultural Foundations of Human Sexuality
	3

	HMSX 801
	Biological and Psychological Foundations of Human Sexuality
	3

	HMSX 890
	Professional Development
	3

	Research Methodology

	HMSX 891
	Research Methods in Human Sexuality Studies
	3

	Upon advisement, a student may select from the following courses to meet this requirement:
	  

	 ANTH 710
	Proseminar in Anthropological Theory and Method
	

	 GRN 760 
	Gerontology Research
	

	 HIST 700
	History as a Field of Knowledge
	

	 PSY 742
	Seminar in Survey Research
	

	 PSY 770
	Research Methods and Techniques
	

	 PSY 837
	Research Methods in Developmental Psychology
	

	 SPCH 772
	Field Research Strategies
	

	 S W 810
	Research Methods in Social Work
	

	 ISED 797
	Seminar in Educational Research
	

	Electives

	Units selected from upper division/graduate courses upon advisement
	9

	Culminating Experience

	Units selected on advisement from the following:
	3

	 HMSX 891
	Research Project in Human Sexuality Studies
	 

	 HMSX 896
	Directed Reading
	

	HMSX 898
	Master's Thesis and Oral Defense of Thesis
	3 

	
	Minimum total for degree
	30


