InterAmerican University

Bachelor of Arts in Journalism

Course objectives

The Bachelor of Arts in Journalism program at InterAmerican University offers the opportunity for a liberal education. Students are able to exercise choice across a wide range of disciplines. These include the humanities (Ancient Civilizations, Ancient Greek, Latin, English, History, Asian Languages, European Languages and Philosophy) and the social sciences (Geography, Political Science, Psychology, Public Policy and Sociology) as well as interdisciplinary studies (Aboriginal Studies, Asian Studies, Natural Environment and Wilderness Studies, Journalism and Media Studies, Social Ecology, and Women’s Studies).

The program develops general abilities in the following areas:
· Written expression

· Linguistic skills
· Creative self-expression

· Capacity to analyze and interpret in a dispassionate and objective manner

· Capacity for reasoned criticism

· Data acquisition and analysis

· Research techniques

· Marshalling facts in support of arguments, and

· Evaluating the possible outcomes of alternative courses of action, with the emphasis varying according to the particular program chosen.
In short, the program helps students to operate in a complex and rapidly changing world.

Career Outcomes

All around the world, employers are increasingly seeing graduates who can speak and write clearly; who are computer literate and understand how to use technology; who know about other countries, cultures and societies; who can solve problems creatively; and who have developed that flexibility of thought which technical and vocational training rarely encourages. Graduates with a Bachelor of Arts degree find jobs in, for example: advertising, journalism, radio and television; the arts, heritage and museology; diplomacy, interpreting and tourism; management, marketing and administration; politics, the public service, the police force and the armed forces; teaching, research and publishing; psychology, counselling and community work.

Journalism students at InterAmerican University focus on reporting and editing methods, current mass media issues, and legal and historical precedents. An undergraduate communication degree with a focus on journalism prepares students for a career in writing for newspapers, magazines, and various other print media, as well as work in the public, corporate, nonprofit, and government sectors.

The Bachelor of Arts in Journalism prepares students for careers in journalism. This is accomplished by providing instruction that requires students to demonstrate a working knowledge of the skills, laws, ethics, power, and responsibilities of the news media. A strong liberal arts education also is required. 

The main goals of the program's skills courses are to help students become accurate and thorough researchers, precise and graceful writers, technically and aesthetically fine photojournalists. Introductory courses emphasize the need to think and write clearly. Many students choose the major because these skills provide excellent preparation for numerous occupations, not only for journalism. 

Writing students are required to take introductory courses in research, reporting, writing, and editing. Photojournalism students are required to take introductory courses in writing and reporting as well as courses in basic photography and news photography. Advanced courses are more specialized-feature writing, depth reporting, public affairs reporting, online journalism, computer-assisted reporting, magazine writing and multimedia for writers and editors; newspaper, magazine, documentary, and studio photography for photographers; multimedia, computer-assisted reporting, and design courses for online news students. In order to understand the role of journalism in society, students also are required to take courses in journalism ethics, law, history, and ethnic diversity. Students are strongly urged to develop speaking, writing, and listening competency in a second language. 

To give students pre-professional experience, the program requires students to work on a laboratory publication with a world-wide online and broad print circulation. Students may also elect to work on a multimedia webzine and a department newsletter. These publications are produced by classes and are taken for credit. Consistent with the department's commitment to protect students' First Amendment rights, students have editorial control of the publications. 

To help students stay on top of the challenges they face, all journalism majors and minors are required to consult with a faculty adviser each semester. They can choose their advisers or have one assigned by the department office. Students are asked to provide advisers with on-going written records of their complete academic record for department records. 

Services are available to all journalism students at the department's Center for International Journalism. Coaching and mentoring are provided by professional journalists who volunteer to work through the center with any student enrolled in department skills courses. The privately funded center was established in 1999 to create programs that increase retention rates and job/internship placement of journalism students and to increase ethnic minority enrollment and graduation rates. It conducts special programs for high school and community college students, high school journalism advisers, and for international journalists in both mainstream and ethnic news media. 

Through the center, department faculty and students and center staff engage in research that has had a national and international impact on journalism, examining the coverage on ethnic minority people and issues. 
The faculty includes eight full-time members and a fluctuating number of part-time instructors, most of them active journalists. Faculty encourages and assists students in finding jobs and internships. Consult department office to arrange credit for internships. 
The Bachelor’s Program
The Program consists of a total of 124 credit units of which 24 must be General Education Requirements, 36 must be journalism core courses and the remaining units as follows:

	2
	Level 100
	6

	2
	Level 200
	6

	10
	Level 300
	30

	8
	Level 400
	24

	
	
	

	
	Total
	66 Credit Units


Course Description
Core Courses

JNL 113. Introduction to Journalism (3)
This course explores the history and development of journalism and its role in open and closed societies. Topics include the story of newspapers, the influence of radio and television, investigative reporting, and the new journalism of the information age. The course will introduce students to the fundamentals of news gathering and writing. 3 credit hours

JNL 133. Law and the Media in the U.S. (3)
This course will introduce students to the freedoms and responsibilities of working as journalists in the U.S. Topics include press freedom and the American Charter of Rights, publication bans, defamation, confidentiality of sources, investigative reporting and the law. Students will be introduced to the fundamentals of court reporting. 3 credit hours.

JNL 223. Introduction to Journalistic Writing (3)
This course will introduce students to storytelling in print journalism through an intensive program of writing instruction and workshops. Students will write news stories and feature stories and experiment with creative non-fiction writing. They will develop stories through the process of generating ideas, conducting research, editing and rewriting. 3 credit hours

JNL 213. Introduction to Broadcast Journalism (3)
This course will introduce students to storytelling in the broadcast medium. Topics include a critical examination of broadcast stories, story focus and structure, visual story telling, an introduction to the camera and the manipulation of light, fundamentals of editing. Students will use digital video cameras and editing systems to produce broadcast stories. 3 credit hours

JNL 233. Journalism on the Web (3)
This course is a journey into the world of online journalism. The course explores how "new media" is expanding the possibilities for the practice of journalism. Students will develop and maintain a publishing and broadcasting website. 3 credit hours

JNL 243. Photojournalism (3)
This course explores the art of still photography in journalism, its history and influence on public affairs, and offers students an introduction to digital camera skills. 3 credit hours

JNL 316. Advanced Broadcast Journalism (3)
This course builds on the storytelling and technical skills gained in the Introduction to Broadcast Journalism course. Students will produce spot news stories and long form news and feature documentaries for radio and television that will be broadcast on a university journalism website. 6 credit hours

JNL 326. Advanced Print Journalism (3)
This course focuses on the development of advanced reporting, storytelling and non-fiction writing skills. Students will write stories in various journalistic genres, including hard news stories, features, investigative reports and commentaries for publication on a university journalism web site. 6 credit hours.

JNL 313. Pictures at Eleven: Understanding Television News (3)
This course will explore what lies behind the images in the world’s most influential news medium. Students will develop the media literacy they need to evaluate the quality of television news, sort fact from fiction and become informed critics of "pictures at eleven." Prerequisite JNL 113 or permission of instructor. 3 credit hours

JNL 323. Telling Stories with Sound: Radio News (3)
This course explores the art of telling stories with sound. The course combines the study of the power and influence of the news medium with a program of radio reporting and production allowing students to broadcast stories on a journalism website. 3 credit hours. Prerequisite Journalism 213.

JNL 406. Free Speech and the Free Press (3)
This course examines the free press both in theory and in action in democratic societies. Specific areas of study include the emergence of the free press, the many faces of censorship, and the successes and failures of journalism as a vehicle of free expression in contemporary society. 6 credit hours

JNL 416. Special Projects (3)
Students will produce two long-form stories in either print or broadcast media (one in first semester and one in second semester) under the supervision of journalism faculty and industry consultants. 6 credit hours. Prerequisites Journalism 316, Journalism 326

Journalism 100 Level Courses
JNL 100. Introduction to Mass Media (3)
Overview of the role of the media in American democracy, impact of media on individuals and social institutions, comparative communication.
JNL 192. Journalistic Writing (3)
Prerequisite: admission to major.
First year seminar. Basic journalism skills; newsgathering and newswriting. 

Journalism 200 Level Courses
JNL 200. Professional Writing (3)
Basic elements of writing for professional and specialized audiences. 

JNL 210. Newswriting (3)
Prerequisite: Keyboarding (typing) ability 

  

Theory and practice in newswriting. 

  

JNL 211. Computer-Mediated Visual Communication (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 210 

Principles and practices of visual communication including the use of digital graphic design, image manipulation, photography, audio/video production, multimedia, and Web site design. 

JNL 250. Advertising (3)
Advertising principles and techniques used to develop effective advertising campaigns. 

  

Journalism 300 Level Courses 

JNL 300. Professional and Technical Communication (3)
Reporting of scientific and technical data. 

JNL 301. Business Communication (3)
Principles and practice of effective business communication with emphasis on written professional reports. 

JNL 310. Copy Editing and Production (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211. 

Theory and practice of copy preparation and editing; publication design and layout. Introduction to commercial printing processes. 

JNL 311. History of Media (3)
Media development, growth, trends within context of political, social, and economic change. 

JNL 316. Multiculturalism and the Media (3)
Media and multiculturalism with emphasis on race, ethnicity and other protected groups. 

JNL 320. Reporting (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211. 

Theory, methods, and practice of gathering information and reporting news. 

JNL 326. Online Journalism (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211. 

Principles of online writing and editing, including Web page production for journalistic Web sites. 

JNL 335. Digital Photojournalism (3)
Prerequisite: Access to a 35mm camera. 

Basic photojournalistic theory and practice using analog and digital cameras, and digital imaging processing technology.

JNL 340. Videotape Editing (3)
Theory, techniques of picture and sound editing on videotape. 

JNL 341. Broadcast News (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211 

Practical application of principles, techniques used in broadcast newswriting and radio and television reporting. 

JNL 342. Writing for Specialized Electronic Media (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211. 

Audience and subject research; script structure and development; narrative techniques; visual story and role of visual media as change agents. 

JNL 345. Electronic Field Production (3)
Prerequisite: JN3 40 

  

Theory, techniques of videotape field production emphasizing news, current affairs and special interest programs. 

JNL 350. Public Relations (3)
Public relations principles and practices of business, industry, education, and public agencies. 

JNL 351. Public Relations Practices (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC192 or JNL 210, JNL 211 

Case studies, problems in public relations. Planning, preparation, and application of public relations techniques. 

JNL 361. Writing for Specialized Magazines (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211 

Writing articles for agriculture, business, hobby, technical, trade, and other specialized periodicals whose readers use information to make decisions. 

JNL 372. Web Design and Management (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211 

Design, development, and management of World Wide Web content. 

Journalism 400 level Courses

JNL 410. Newspaper Editing (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 310
Editorial techniques, responsibilities, news evaluation.

JNL 411. Media and Society (3)
Relation of media systems to the social system; ethics and journalism 

JNL 412. International Mass Communication (3)
  

Media communications systems, their roles throughout the world; news flow; propaganda in national development; role of foreign correspondents. 

  

JNL 413. New Communications Technology and Society (3)
The ways new methods of delivering information are transforming the media and society. How technology affects journalism and mass communication. Also the world wide web.
JNL 414. Media Effects (3)

Perspectives on audiences perspectives and media; effects on individuals, groups, and society. 

JNL 415. Communications Law (3)
Constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech and press; libel; privacy; access; administrative law of advertising and broadcasting, other legal problems of mass communication. 

JNL 420. Advanced Reporting (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 320 

Advanced techniques for gathering and evaluating information; interpretive reporting of public affairs issues. 

JNL 435. Documentary Video Production (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 345 

Advanced photojournalism applications in print media, slide set production and informational exhibits. 

JNL 440. Advanced Electronic Media Production (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 345 

  

Gathering, writing, field producing, videotaping, editing and presenting local television news and public affairs programming. 

JNL 450. Public Relations Campaigns (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 310, JNL 351 

Preparation of materials, use of media to achieve objectives with target audiences, work with nonprofit organizations in actual campaigns. 

JNL 456/LB456. Documentary Film as a Liberal Art (3)
Prerequisite: Senior Standing. 

Documentary film and its role in human history, culture, and social interaction. 

JNL 460. Publication Management (3)
  

Advertising, circulation, editorial, production, and management problems of print media. 

JNL 461. Writing about Science, Health & Environment (3)
Prerequisite: JNLCC 192 or JNL 210; JNL 211 and one upper division writing course or consent from instructor. 

Writing about science, health and the environment for lay audiences from a journalistic perspective. 

JNL 464. Technical Writing (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 310, JNL 361 

  

Writing technical information for a variety of media. 

JNL 465. Technical/Specialized Editing (3)
Prerequisite: JNL 461, JNL 464 

  

Editorial purpose, techniques and evaluation of technical and specialized print and online information. 

JNL 471. Communication Research Methods (3)
Prerequisite: One statistics course. 

Quantitative, qualitative methods of analyzing process and effects of mass and interpersonal communication. 

JNL 484V. Supervised College Teaching (3)
Prerequisite: Written consent of instructor and department chair. 

JNL 487V. Internship (3)
JNL 490V. Workshop (3)
JNL 495A-G. Independent Study (3) 
Prerequisite: Written consent of instructor. 

A) Electronic Reporting, B) Editing, C) Photojournalism, D) Public Relations, E) Readings, F) Reporting, G) Technical Communication. 

JNL495 is a course of individualized study to permit you to pursue a project or area of study of particular interest not available in existing courses. To enroll, present a statement of purpose and outline of study to the instructor you wish to supervise your study before registration. The instructor and department chair shall then indicate in writing approval or disapproval of the proposal. May be repeated up to 4 credits. 

JNL 496A-G. Group Study (3)
A maximum of 7 credits combined of JNL484, JNL487, JNL490, JNL495, and/or JNL496 will be allowed toward degree fulfillment, with no more than 3 such credits applied to fulfillment of JNL elective credit. 

JNL 544. Corporate Video (3)
Prerequisite: JNL345 

Advanced techniques for managing messages and communication tasks with video in corporate, government, and organizational settings. 
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